Defence Minister signs up Spain for the Future European
Combat Air System at the Paris Air Show 2019
• Margarita Robles went on to visit the Spanish Pavilion in
which 35 aeronautical companies are exhibiting their latest
technological developments
Paris, 17 June 2019. - After signing the framework accord that formalizes Spain’s
participation in the Future European Combat Air System (FCAS) , Margarita Robles visited
the Spanish Pavilion at the Paris Air Show 2019, accompanied by the Secretary of State for
Defence, the Air Force Chief of Staff, the Director General of Armaments and Materiel and
the Secretary General of Industry and SMEs.
Robles, who was welcomed by the President of TEDAE, Jaime de Rábago, underscored that
“in this project it is very important to be present from the very start. Spain will have a 33%
participation in the technological projects, the same as its partners. “In its own statement
the Ministry of Defence highlighted the FCAS Programme as being a unique opportunity for
guaranteeing the capabilities of our armed forces, for promoting a European security and
defence policy and for developing industrial and technological capabilities from the
European industrial base that will endow Spain and Europe with ever more necessary
sovereignty and independence. It added “This framework agreement is the green light for
starting formal negotiations with our partners for the integration of national industry in the
‘Joint Concept Study ‘and in the different work packages in R+D for the technological
demonstrators. These initial studies and work packages will be the basis for starting the
subsequent demonstration phase that, from 2020 to 2030, will enable us to develop specific
product lines for the NGWS/FCAS”.
Spain has its own pavilion at the Air Show, coordinated by TEDAE, in which more than 35
exhibitors are displaying their latest developments and products and where they will be
holding meetings from today until 23 June with customers, suppliers and partners. The
companies are Aciturri Aeronáutica, Aernnova, Aerotecnic, AertecSolutions, Airtificial,
Alestis, Andalucia Aerospace, Applus+Laboratories, Aritex, Basque Trade and Investment,
Carbures, CT Engineering Group, DENN, Epic, Ekin, Grabysur, Industrias Puigjaner, Hegan,
Hérox-Devtek, Indra, INTA, ITP Aero, Korta, Mades, Mtorres, Reductia, Satlantis, Skylife
Engineering, Sofitec Aero, Tecnalia, Tecnatom, Tecnobit–GrupoOesía, Umi Aero Group,
WEC and Wolco.

The Paris Air Show is the most important international event for Aeronautics and Space in
the world. Every two years it brings together the leading manufacturers, technologies and
players of this global industry. This edition is gathering 2,400 exhibitors from 50 countries,
more than 3,000 accredited journalists and 290 official delegations from more than 90
countries and is expected to surpass the figure of 300,000 visitors who attended the last
one. As at previous shows, more than 150 aircraft will be giving flight demonstrations in the
afternoons. The first four days are reserved for professional visitors and the following three
the show is open to the general public.
In the afternoon the stand of Hegan, the Basque Country aeronautical cluster, has
celebrated the region’s Euskadi Day with the presence of the Basque Government’s Vice
Councillor for Industry, Javier Zarraonandía, and the Director of Basque Trade &Investment,
Aihnoa Ondarzabal.
Tomorrow, 18 June, the Spanish Pavilion will be celebrating Spanish Aeronautical Day which
will be attended by the Minister of Science and Technology, Pedro Duque. The companies
will also receive a visit from Spain’s ambassador in Paris, as well as a large group from the
Ministry of Defence, led by the Director General of Armaments and Materiel, from the
Secretary General of Industry and SMEs, and the Director General of the Centre for
Industrial Technological Development (CDTI), among other institutional representatives.
+ about TEDAE
TEDAE is a grouping of 77 Spanish companies working in the Defence, Security, Aeronautical
and Space sectors. It represents a business fabric that has annual sales of 11.180 millons
euros, exports 83% of its products and services, contributes 0,9% of the country’s Gross
Domestic Product, generates 56.404 highly qualified technical jobs and dedicates 9.3% of
its sales to R+D+i.

